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OUR PRE-EXISTENCE AND PRESENT PROBATION. 
| (From Zhe Contributor.) 


“y Dear Mr. Editor. 
feel ashamed at not having been 
able to fulfill my promise to you be- 
fore this in preparing an article for 
your valuable magazine. My only 
excuse is, want of time. Public 
duties have pressed upon me to such 
an extent that I have found it diffi- 
cult to keep my promise. In the 
absence of something better, there 
are some remarks that I made re- 
cently at a meeting at Smithfield, at 
which there were quite s number of 
. men and young women, which 
have thought might not be un- 
2 for your readers. I place 
hem at your service. If you chink 
them worthy of publication, you are 
welcome to them. Understanding 
pes oie as you do, I know you 
forgive me for not doing better. 

I am, your Brother, 
Geo. O. Cannon. 

BRETHREN AND SISTERS: I hope 
that you are united, and that you 
are dwelling ey A in love, and 
that there is no backbiting, nor any 
e 


jealousies, nor envyings, nor st 


in your midst. The principles that 


our Father in heaven has revealed 
to us, if practised by us, will make 
us a model people. We shall have 
a foretaste on the earth of that hea- 
ven which is promised to us. It is 
for this purpose that the Gospel has 
been revealed. It is to prepare men 
and women for the life to eome, by 
teaching them those 13 of 
godliness and purity which will re- 
sult, through their obedience, in 
their being admitted into the society 
and presence of God and the Lamb. 


Our Savior has taught this principle 
with 1 plainness to us. He has 
revealed unto us the object for 


which we came here. I often think 
of the great advantage we have in 
this respect over every other people. 
You young men and young women, 
if you were to start out from Smith- 
field and go east or west, and in- 
quire of all people you met, of whom 
vou could inquire conveniently, as 
to their ideas concerning the object 
of existence here on earth, you would 
be surprised at the amount of ignor- 
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ance that you would find, even 
among people otherwise intelligent. 
You may converse with the most 
learned men—men who profess to 
know everything that theology 
teaches—and ask them the object of 
man's existence on the earth, and 
why he is placed here, and I doubt 
if you could get a satisfactory an- 
swer from any of them. Thereason 
is that they do not know themselves. 
Life is a 8 to them. They 
know they are here. They know 
that they will ive here for awhile. 
But the object of their being placed 
here, and what their future will be, 
is very vague to them. Many peo- 
ple who believe in religion will tell 
you that there are two places after 
this life—one is heaven and the 


other is hell ; and that the * go 
0 


to heaven, and the wick 
hell. But how long they will re- 
main in hell, or what they will do 
in heaven, a 4 can tell you very 
little about. 
time of beings who reach heaven is 
spent chiefly in singing and in play- 
ing harps, and in exercises of this 
character. But if you ask them, 
how shall we live when we get there? 
—shall the relationship that exists 
between husbands and wives, be- 
tween parents and children, be con- 
tinued ? in the most of instances the 
reply would be, No; all shall love 
all, and every woman will be as dear 
to every man as his wife, and every 
child as dear to every parent as 
their own children. 

How different is the position that 
we occupy, brethren and sisters. 

in His infinite mercy, has re- 

vealed to us a great truth. It is a 
truth that, when understood by us, 
gives a new light to our existence, 
and inspires us with the most ex- 
alted hopes. That truth is that God 
is our Father, and we are His chil- 
dren. What a te: der relationship! 
What a feeling of nearness it creates 
within us ! at? God my Father? 
Am I indeed His son? Am I in- 
deed His daughter? Do I belong to 
the family of God? Is this literally 
true! e answer is, Yes. Go 
has revealed it, that we are literally 
His children ; His offspring ; that 
we are just as much His children as 


me think that the 
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our offspring are our children ; that 
He begot us; and that we existed 
with Him in the family relationship 
as His chil ren. What an immen- 
sity of vision is given to us in this 
truth! What a field for reflection! 
And how our hearts should be in- 
spired with great hopes and antici- 
pations, to think that the Bein 

under whose direction this eart 

was organized, who governs the 
planets and controls the universe, 
who causes the rotation of the séa- 
sons and makes this earth so be au- 
tiful and such a delightful place of 
habitation, is our Father, an: that 
we are His children, descended 
from Him! What illimitable hopes 
the knowledge of this inspires us 
with ! 

Now, this is the truth, Wehum- 
ble people; we who feel ourselves 
sometimes so worthless, so good- 
for-nothing ; we are not so w rth- 
‘less as we think. There is not one 
of us but what God’s love has been 
expended upon. There is not one 
of us that He has not cared for and 
caressed. There is not one of us 
that He has not desired to save, and 
that He has not devised means to 
save. There is not one of us that 
He has not given His angels charge 
concerning. We may be insignifi- 
cant and contemptible in our own 
eyes, and in the eyes of others, but 
the truth remains that we are the 
children of God, and that He has 
actually given His angels—invisible 
beings of power and might— charge 
concerning us, and they watch over 
us and have u: in their keeping. 
Jesus has said, referring to His dis- 
ciples : 

„Take heed that ye despise not on 
of these little ones; for I say unto 
you, that in heaven their angels do 
N behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven.“ 

Those who otherwise might be 
thought to be contemptible and un- 
worthy of notice, Jesus says be eare- 
ful about offending them, for “ their 
angels do always behold the face of 
my Father.” We are in their charge. 
They watch over us, and are, to 
a certain extent, doubtless, responsi- 
ble for the watchcare that they ex- 


ercise over us, just as we are respon- 


| 
| 
| 
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sible for any duty that is assigned us. 
This is one great truth that has been 
revealed to us. And with this truth 
is this kindred truth: that we dwelt 
in the presence of our Father ; that 
we are the brothers and sisters of that 
great and exalted Being who helped 
create the heavens and the earth, 
namely, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and our eemer ; and that as He 
dwelt in the presence of the Father, 
and afterwards descended and took 
upon Himself the form of man, bein 
born as a babe, so we have done. It 
is no more wonderful for us to be 
born in this manner—as babes—than 
it was for Him to be born a babe— 
the babe of Bethlehem. It is just as 
reasonable to suppose that the whole 
family of man had a pre-existence as 
it is to suppose that Jesus, and He 
alone, had a pre-existence. 


Having obtained this knowledge, 


the next question is, Why are we 
here? Why did God send us here? 
And what was His object in conceal- 
ing the knowledge of our former state 
from us? Why is it, if we were in 
this glorious relationship to our 
Eternal Father, and we dwelt with 
Him, that the knowledge of it has 
faded from our memories? Well, 
there are reasons for this, and they 
are plain and simple and easily under- 
stood when they are explained to us. 
It is necessary for exaltation that 
human beings should gain experience. 
We are the children of „and as 
His children He desires to make us 
like Himself, to attain to the same 
glory and enter upon the same career 
of progress and exaltation that He has 
entered N Therefore, it is neces- 
sary, in His wisdom and according to 
the laws of exaltation, that we should 
descend from our heavenly abode and 
come here and take upon us mortal 
tabernacles, and forget all that we 
knew. The reason of this is that we 
should be tempted, that we should be 
tried, that we should be purified, that 
the dross of our nature should be 
cleansed by obedience to the laws of 
God, and that by obedience to His 


laws these tabernacles which we have 


received, and which belong to this 
fallen world, may be redeemed, and 
be fitted and prepared to dwell in a 
higher and purer abode—in an ele- 
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ment that is far beyond anything that 
we know anything of at the present 
time. These tabernacles of o 
which are so full of humanity and its 
weakn God has given unto us, 
and He has told us how we can redeem 
them— by obeying the laws He has 
taught. 
But some will say; Why, if God 
is all-powerful, does He not restrain 
the devil, and why does He allow him 
to afflict the children of men?” The 
reason is found in the fact that these 
things are necessary. It is necessary 
that we should be tempted, that we 
should be tried, that we should be 
purified by going 89 trials 
and passing through this furnace of 
affliction which this life furnishes. 
Now, there are some of you, probably, 
that have had 2 e missions 
to perform in your life. Some of you 
perhaps have had afflictions. I think 
there are some here who have been in 
the penitentiary for carrying out a 
onan: of our religion. You have 
through many severe ordeals, 
et me ask you—you men of experi- 
ence and you women of experience—. 
is it not a fact that those scenes which 
were the most trying to you and the 
hardest to bear at the time have been 
the most profitable to you? Do you 
not look back to them and feel that 
they have been the most fruitful in 
experience to you, and the most bene- 
ficial also in the lessons that they 
have taught you? I know 
is my experience, I look back to 
the disagreeable parts of my life, that 
is, the parts that were thought to be 
disagreeable at the time, and I say to 
myself, I thank God that I had these 
thiogs to contend with. I thank God 
for the difficult missions that I have 
taken. I thank God for the poverty 
that we had = contend with in our 
journeyings, and in our persecutions, 
and in coming to Salt Lake Vall 
and making our settlements. I tha 
God that I was among those who 
came at that time and passed through 
those scenes. Why? Beca 
looking back at those scenes, I am 
convinced that they have been most 
profitable to me. The experience was 
unpleasant at the time. I would have 
shunned it if I could have had my 
own way, human nature 
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shrinks from trials and afflictions. 
Human nature desires an easy path 
to tread. It wants to go with the 
stream, to float with the current. We 
therefore avoid the hardships of life 
if we can. But after we have passed 
through these trying scenes and en- 
dured these afflictions, we look back 
at them and are ee and say 
they have been more fruitful in profit- 


able experience to us than any other 


scenes that we have passed through. 
This is not only the case in relation to 
| — of our lives: it is the case in re- 
lation to the whole of our lives. When 
we have passed through this probation, 
if we have been faithful, we shall look 
back at all we have experienced and 
thank God, with all our hearts, that 
He permitted us to come on the earth 
and have the opportunities that we 
had of showing our fidelity to God, 
our willingness to keep His command- 
ments, and our determination that we 
would not be seduced from the path 
of obedience and rectitude by the 
blandishments and the temptations of 
Satan. 
It is necessary, I say, to exaltation 
that we should pass through these 
scenes. Some there are who will fail; 
but the failure will not produce ever- 
lasting damnation. There will be, as 
the Lord says, few who will walk in 
the straight and narrow path that 
leadeth unto lives eternal. But there 
will be many that will get glory—all 
that they live for. There will be 
different degrees of glory, and men 
will receive that degree which they 
live for. But there are some, of whom 
Abraham has written, who are noble 
ones. The Lord showed unto Abra- 
ham “the intelligences that were 
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organized before the world was; and 
among all these there were many of 
the noble and great ones ; and 


he said, These I will make my rulers ; 


for he stood among those that were 


| spirits, and he saw that they were 


good ; and he said unto me, Abraham, 
thou art one of them, thou wast chosen 
before thou wast born.” And I am 
happy to say that of that number the 
Latter-day Saints are counted, speak- 
ing generally, because they show 
their valor, they show their integrity 
and their love, and are willing to obey 
God whatever the consequences may 
be; and they are determined to be 
true and faithful though death should 
stare them in the face. These are the 
ones whom God will choose to be His 
rulers. And there is this promise 
5 unto us, that after we have 

nished this probation and are faith- 
ful to God, then—lay it as a comfort 
to your hearts, and let it fill you with 
joy — Satan will have no more power 
over us. If you are faithful to the 
truth, if you keep the commandments 
of God all your days, when the time 
comes for you to pass away from this 
state of existence, Satan's power will 
have ended. After that he can exer- 
cise no dominion over you. You are 
emancipated from his thraldom. You 
will then be ushered into the presence 
of the holy and the just. You will 
dwell in the paradise of God, waiting 
with delightful anticipations the time 
when your spirits and your bodies will 
be re-united, and when you shall 
dwell together with the holy, the just 
and exalted ones in the presence of 
God and the Lamb, nevermore, as the 
prophets have said, to depart or to go 
out thence. 


[ro BE CONTINUED. 


HOW TO 


REDEEM. 


—0 


TER great plan of salvation to which 
the Latter-day Saints are devoted has 
for its object the redemption of man- 
kind from their fallen condition. It 
is the plan instituted by our Heavenly 
Father to accomplish that end; and is 
the only one by which it can be 
effected. It is 13 as God himself 
is perfect, and while it is mighty to 


save it does not destroy the agency of 


ose who conform to its principles. 


th 
| The plan is made, the way is marked 


out, and those who render obedience 
to the Gospel requirements will a? 


salvation to themselves by reason o 


their obedience. Unlike the systems 
that have been devised by man for 
the amelioration of the condition of 
the human family, it will not prove a 
burden on those who aid in establish- 


| 
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ing and maintaining it; but on the 
contrary, it will enable each indi- 
vidual who adopts it to work out his 


own salvation, and will eliminate from 


human nature all the “evils that flesh 
is heir to.” 

Men may devise schemes to alleviate 
the sufferings brought on themselves 
by yielding to weakness and sin, but 
those schemes do not result in per- 
manent good. After men have experi- 
mented for centuries, is the world any 


better to-day? Are sin and misery 


less prevalent than when men began 
to promulgate their doctrines and pro- 
claim their theories for salvation ? 
The world’s condition at the present 
time gives the answer—No. Men’s 
plans are not perfect, for man himself 
is imperfect. Reference has been 
made in a late issue of the STAR to a 
lan instituted by General Booth, of 
vation Army fame, for the moral 
Improvement of certain classes of 
people. Would not the Gospel plan 
of salvation, as revealed through holy 
writ and Prophets and Apostles, ac- 
complish the end sought ? It certainly 
would, while the scheme proposed by 
man will fail. The Gos 
those whom it saved to depend on 
God and not upon the imperfect plans 
of man, which might benefit in one 
direction but would injure in another. 
It would enable people to overcome 
sin in whatever form it may af- 
flict them, and would cleanse the 
world’s moral atmosphere of all im- 
purities. 

The theology of the Latter-day 
Saints, the religion which they believe 
in and practice, embraces all that is 
useful, great, and good, all that is 
calculated to sustain, comfort, instruct, 
edify, purify, refine, or exalt. The 
articles of their faith statethat they be- 
lieve in being honest, true, chaste, 
_ benevolent, and virtuous, and in doing 
? 5 to all men. Their faith is the 
faith taught by Christ our Lord, and 
is His plan of salvation. A faithful 


adherence to it would redeem man- 


kind from all sin, and there would be 
no necessity of man seeking to make 
plans for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of mankind in Darkest Eng- 


1 would teach 


in writing to Timoth 
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land” or in any other place. The 
world may not believe this, but God 
will bring it to their understandings 
by His judgments, when they reject 
the Gospel and teach for doctrines 
the commandments of men. The con- 
dition of the human family will grow 
worse and worse until men turn to 
and obey God’s plan for their — 
tion. His word to all the world is 
“Repent, and believe the Gospel.” 
True repentance brings about a refor- 
mation in the whole lives of those 
who take it upon themselves. This 
reformation is what is needed to im- 
rove and save mankind, and nothing 
ess will suffice. To philanthropists 
and mankind in general is commended 
a careful study of God’s plan of re- 
demption, a comprehension of which 
will soon convince them of its superi- 
ority, and also of the futility of all 
a methods of regenerating man- 
ind. 

The rejection of the Gospel is 
the cause of the degradation and 
misery of the human family. The 
Latter-day Saints, while they deplore 
it, are not surprised at the condition 
of the world. On the contrary, they 
would be surprised if it were different. 
The Savior and His Apostles, when 
they were upon the earth, foretold 
what would be in the last days. Paul, 

id, This 
know also, that in the last days peril- 
ous times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, unthankful, un- 
holy,” ete. these are the last days, 
and the signs of that are unmistakabl 
something should be done at once, i 
men would escape * God 
has decreed that He will pour out 
upon the wicked. That something is 
rendering obedience to the principles 
of the everlasting Gospel, which alone 
will redeem mankind, and will do it 
without the aid of the plans and 
schemes of men. The doctrine of our 
Lord to all men is repent and be bap- 
tized, have your sins remitted, sin no 
more, walk in the light as He is in 
the light, and then will His blood 
cleanse from all sin. F. W. C. 


That man is the most wealthy who, having perfected the functions of his own life to 


the utmost, has also the widest h 
possessions, over the lives of others. 


influence, both personally and by means of his 
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A YEAR'S STRIKES AND WHAT THEY COST. 
— 


An interesting report by Mr. J. 
Burnett, labor correspondent to the 
Board of Trade, on the strikes that 
occurred last year, has just been 
issued. From this it appears that in 
1889 strikes took place in 3,164 estab- 
lishments in this country. As in 1888, 
and due to the same reason—namely, 
a rising labor market—67 per cent. of 
the strikes were due to claims for ad- 
vanced wa although in some cases 
there were other points of dispute also 
involved. Of those for advances in 
wages 48.3 per cent. were successful. 
The proportion of those partially suc- 
cessful was 31.5 per cent.; 10.7 per 
cent. were not at all successful, and 
the results were unknown in the re- 
maining strikes. Of the financial 


‘dividual would be a little over £3 58. 
For 930 of the strikes the loss for the 
344,840 persons engaged is taken at 
£1,122,500. In 216 instances it is 
shown by employers whose men have 
been on strike that the value of fixed 
capital laid idle was £14,450,962 ; 
while in 169 instances the ratable 
value of property laid idle was 
£268,684. In 233 strikes the estimated 
outlay caused for laying down and re- 
opening the works on strike was 
£169,219. On the other hand, the 
returns sent in by trade unions show 
that in 369 strikes the amount ex- 
pended in support of men by strike 
committees or trade unions was 
£63,636. The returns also show that 
in 446 strikes the weekly wages earned 


before the stoppages amounted in the 
aggregate to £153,504 ; while the esti- 
mated loss of wages in 292 of these 
strikes was £294,175.— Public Opinion. 


aspect of strikes some interesting par- 
ticulars are — Taking 597 of the 
strikes, the loss of wages is estimated 
at £652,000, while the loss to each in- 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 

About 3,000 workmen and girls have been thrown out of work in consequence of a 
strike of annealers at the Duffryn, Worcester Forest, and Beaufort Tinplate Works, near 
Swansea. 

‘ New York, Dec. 3.—The steamers Brookfield, Deronmore, and Alacrity have arrived 
at Philadelphia after encountering terrific gales in the Atlantic Ocean. Heavy seas swept 
their decks and flooded their cabins. All had narrow escapes of foundering. 

The cold spell in England has moderated slightly during the past few days. The lowest 
point yet reported for the thermometer was 5° F., at Bickley, Kent, on the 29th of Nov. 
Unusually cold and stormy weather has prevailed throughout the whole of Europe during 
the past fortnight. 

Farther slight shocks of earthquake occurred at 3 a.m. on Nov. 29 at Wolkersdorf, in 
Lower Austria, at Stockerau, near Vienna, and again at Pressburg, the old capital of 
Hungary, and the vicinity. A strongly-built house at Biszternitz, near Pressburg, fell in. 
The inmates, fortunately, were saved. 

On Dec. 1, United States Marshal Pitts, of Texas, was killed by Indians belonging to 
the Choctaw nation. The murderers are being sought for. The Choctaws are a thousand 
miles from the scene of the other disturbances among the Indians, and as a body are not 
concerned in any hostile demonstation. 

Virnna, Dec. 1.—The Austrian Minister of Commerce has resolved to send two engin- 
eers to London to study the new underground electric line of railway between the city 
and South London, with a view to utilizing the results of the experiment in the British 
capital on the projected Vienna Metropolitan Railway. ) 

Roxx, Nov. 30.—A royal decree is published to-day granting an amnesty to all classes 
of prisoners. In virtue of this measure of clemency, Signor Andrea Costa, who was re- 
cently elected Deputy for Ravenna and Bologne, but was unable to return to Italy owing 
to the fact that a warrant had been issued for his arrest, will now be able to take his seat 
in the Chamber. 
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Owing to recent floods in the neighborhood of Tientsin, China, the inhabitants have 
been rendered desperate from want of food, and they have threatened to massacre the 
Europeans, and then march on Pekin to demand relief from the Emperor himself. 


Vienna, Nov. 29.—During the floods in Bohemia, which are now subsiding, the Anna 
Colliery Pit, near Bruex, was inundated and many of the miners, who were working at 
the time in the pit, were drowned. The number of the victims was not at first known, 
but 87 bodies have now been recovered, and 78 persons have already been brought out 
alive. 

New York, Dec. 2.— The Irish Fund Committee are opposed to Mr. Parnell. They 
say they have subscribed over $200,000, but if the Irish party becomes divided over the 
question of leadership no more money may be expected from them. It is stated that if 
the majority of the Irish Parliamentary party deeide in favor of Mr. Parnell, the Irish 
delegates in America, except Mr. T. Harrington, will return at once to Ireland and re- 
sign their seats. The Catholic bishops of Ireland, on Dec. 3, issued a manifesto against 
Mr. Parnell’s continued leadership of the Irish party. 


On Monday, Dec. 1, the Congress of the United States began its regular session for the 
winter. The next day the Senate agreed to take up the Force Bill. This measure pro- 
vokes a great deal of discussion throughout the country, as it affects the control of elec- 
tions in the various states for members of Congress. The democrats sturdily oppose it, 
while it is supported by the Republicans. In the House of Representatives, on Dec. 2, 
a democratic representative from Illinois introduced a resolution directing the committee 
on ways and means to report a bill repealing any and all increase in tariff duties made by 
the McKinley bill, and placing upon the free list such articles of raw material as the 
committee may deem of importance to the people. The preamble to the resolution de- 
clares that the overwhelming majority of the voters unmistakably demand lower taxes 
and cheaper prices for the necessaries of life. 


The telegrams from America up to Dee. 4 indicate that the excitement e to che 
Indian question has not abated in the least. Among the Sioux the situation appears most 
critical These Indians are located in a cold, mountainous country, and are possessed of 
great courage and powers of endurance. The lack of supplies among them, owing to the 
failure of the agents to forward the food and clothing due from the government, has done 
much to make them desperate, and they would prefer death in battle to starvation. It 
is hoped that, by issuing a portion of the rations on hand to them, hostilities may be 
averted. The despatches state that troops have been ordered to the front, and are held 
in readiness to move at a moment’s notice. The settlers have been warned of the danger 
that is imminent. The Cheyenne Indians are in a region farther west than the Sioux, 
but in just as inhospitable a country in winter, and they are already said to be on the 
warpath. No life has been lost, but some of the Indians have raided the ranches and 
stolen cattle, sheep, etc., for food. Some of the settlers are fleeing for safety. General 
Brooke, who is in command of a portion of the troops near the reservations, is said to be 
impatient, because the government has not yet authorized him to begin the war by 
attacking the Indians. Colonel Cody, who was sent to arrest Sitting Bull, has been 
directed by President Harrison not to make the arrest. The colonel says the Indians are 
still engaged in their dances, and thinks that if it was spring they would go on the war- 
path. He believes, however, that General Miles is fully competent to control the situa- 
tion, in the event of either a peaceful or a hostile termination of the present diffieulties. 
The Boston Herald's correspondent in South Dakota reports that arduous investigation 
shows that the Sioux in the Pine Ridge Agency never contemplated war or gathered for 
riot. Their only grievance was that they did not get enough to eat. They realize that it 
would mean death to fight, and that they have no place to go to if they leave the reserva- 
tion. 


Nothing is more fatal to intellectual and moral growth than a devotion to low and 
sensational literary works. —Johonnot. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1890. 


A WOLF IN SHEEPS CLOTHING. 
—0 | 

ENMITY and unadulterated hate toward the Church of Christ, have char- 
acterized in this age many individuals who have failed of sufficient cour- 
age to receive the truth after having carefully investigated it. Among 
such persons we cannot refrain from numbering a certain Reverend Dr. 
Duncan, of London. As a book reviewer he procured several Chureh 
works, without charge, for review, from the late President of the European 
Mission of the Church, Apostle Geo. Teasdale, and he gave those works 
flattering notices, which were published in the Jslington Gazette. The 
notices, to which our attention was called, impressed us as too fulsome, 
coming from an unbeliever, to be really sincere, and our impressions have 
since been proven to be correct. The book-reviewer has turned out to be 
a professed minister of the Gospel, and a bitter enemy to the truth as it is 
revealed from heaven. He has resorted to methods in his warfare against 
the everlasting Gospel of which men only of his character and cloth can 
be guilty. There is a venom in his utterances, a deceitfulness in his con- 
duct, and a brazen effrontery in his position which are extremely repre- 
hensible. 

It is very difficult to account for men of apparent intelligence and learn- 
ing being two-faced and at such enmity against principles of virtue, and 
against the Priesthood of God. Dr. Duncan has used the friendship of 
an earnest, God-fearing man to further his nefarious schemes of opposing 
the truth. He has published some of the letters of Apostle Teasdale com- 
mending his fairness, and thereby using them as arguments in favor of 
his own position. 

The undersigned writer of this unhesitatingly states that Apes Teas- 
dale was unaware of Dr. Duncan's double dealing, of his treachery, and of 
his hypocrisy, when corresponding with him. He judged Dr. Duncan by 
his private correspondence, and by his book notices, and we are satisfied 
knew nothing of the false statements he has made to the public, and of his 
unwarranted attacks upon the Latter-day Saints. 

There is abundant evidence to prove that Dr. Duncan has assumed in 
private to be a friend to us, while to the public where he is known and 
where his influence extends he has been a most bitter enemy. It is well 
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for the people to know him. While many may not read these statements 
who have heard his, yet he will be found out for his true worth. No 
hand that is lifted against Zion shall prosper. Dr. Duncan will come to 
the end of his rope. We have no feelings of personal hate toward him. 
We pity him for his lack of discernment for the truth or for his lack of 
moral courage to receive it. We know that he will receive the reward of 
his labors, and that he cannot stay the progress of the Church and king- 
dom of God upon the earth. The efforts of men are futile against the 
marvelous work of God in this age. Zion will be established and her light 
will shine forth unto all the world. J. E. C. 


THE SITUATION AMONG THE INDIANS. 
—0 

RECENT occurrences among the North American Indians are attracting 
public attention, not only in the United States, but in Europe, where 
much of the news respecting developments among the aborigines of 
America is of a sensational character. The reports are doubtless greatly 
exaggerated, but there are indications that the present situation may re- 
sult in hostilities of a serious nature. This is all the more lamentable 
from the fact that, to those acquainted with the Indian character, condi- 
tion and history, there is not the slightest necessity for trouble. 

In a general way, the policy of the United States towards the Indians 
has been unwise, and even barbarous, so far as the practical part is con- 
cerned. This has been due to avaricious and wicked agents who have 
been given charge of affairs on Indian reservations, and have used their 
official positions to amass wealth for themselves, regardless of the misery 
and loss of life entailed, both upon the pale face and the red man—the 
latter, of course, being the greatest sufferer. 

The present excitement has grown partially out of what is termed a 
new religion among the Indians. They claim that the Messiah is about 
to come and deliver them from oppression. This personage, they say, is 
none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, whom they assert has already 
appeared to some, and has shown them the wounds He received on the 
cross, and given instructions as to the manner of life the Indians should 
lead. They are commanded to be honest, truthful, peaceable, industri- 
ous, virtuous and cleanly. They are not to make war upon the white 
men, but are to respect their rights in all things. The Indians also claim 
that the Messiah will come to them “after one more snow,” that is, an- 
other winter, and give to them their rights. There can be no question 
but that the red men fully believe that these things are true. They are 
in earnest, and with those best acquainted with them there is not the 
shadow of a doubt of their sincerity. | 

It is difficult to understand how, with such instructions as the Indians 
themselves claim to have received, there should be any occasion for alarm 
among the white men. Surely they should rejoice in the red men volun- 
tarily living an honest, virtuous, industrious and peaceful life; and also 
feel willing to accord to them every right to which they are entitled. 
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But there as another feature in the case. The Indians have given up to 
the government certain lands, for which they were to receive payment in the 
form of the necessaries of life. And then follows the same old story of the 
cause of so many Indian wars in the United States. The promised sup- 
plies are withheld by government agents. They were due last July, but 
as they have not yet been paid over, the Indians see the severe winter 
weather approaching, and with it the prospect of death by starvation. 
Notably is this the case with the Sioux, on the reservations in the cold 
regions of South Dakota. There is also said to be some trouble with the 
Osages, in Indian Territory, but in the latter place, where most of the 
Indians in the United States are gathered, the great majority are 
thoroughly peaceful. 

It is worthy of note that there is no intimation of trouble except at 
those agencies where the treaties with the Indians have been disregarded, 
and the food and other supplies due to them for their lands held back. 
Conflicting accounts come from even these places, experienced and trust- 
worthy men there asserting that if the Indians are paid their annuities 
there will be no trouble ; while the agents and others who would be finan- 
cially benefited by a military campaign against the Indians, claim that 
the latter are assuming a threatening attitude. In view of all the cir- 
cumstances it is evident that if hostilities are commenced, it will be 
chiefly because the United States government has not dealt promptly 
with its dishonest and incompetent Indian agents. : 

As to the trend of the peculiar situation among the Indians in regard | 
90 the alleged visitations, the Latter-day Saints are watching events with 
a deep interest. Tribes in various parts of the United States and Canada 
are imbued with the new belief. General Miles, who is in command of 
the military department of the United States wherein the Indian reserva- 
tions are situated, attributes the movement to the “Mormons,” because 
the latter believe in spiritual manifestations. But the idea is as absurd 
as it is untrue. No “Mormon” would dare to commit such an awful 
sacrilege as to present himself in the way the Indians say they have be- 
held their Messiah. It is a case of when no one else is found to blame, 

blame the “ Mormons.” 

The present movement among the remnants of the former inhabitants 
of America has in it, however, a field for thoughtful consideration, in 
that the whole Indian race is being turned to look on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the crucified and risen Redeemer and Savior. Such an event 
betokens a marvelous change and improvement in the spiritual, and 
possibly the temporal, condition of that heretofore benighted and oppressed 
people. The L:rd has a wise purpose in permitting it to go on in this way, 
and will use it to accomplish His wonderful work of the restoration of 
Israel. R H. K. 


To CoNFERENCE PRRSIDENTS.— The Presidents of Conferences in the 
British Mission are requested to ascertain the number of additional El- 
ders necessary in their various Conferences, and to forward the infor- 
mation at once to this Office. 


LAPTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR, 779 


THE correspondent of the Boston Herald, in an article upon Mexico, has 
the following in relation to the Latter-day Saints: The Mormon colo- 
nists in Chihuahua are, I am told, getting on well, and quietly minding 
their own business, as well as improving the desert lands, transforming 
the wilderness into a garden. These industrious people give the govern- 
ment no trouble, and are among the best colonists who have come to 
Mexico. Their policy is to work and make no talk.” 


On Sunday, Nov. 23, district meetings were held at Faversham, in the Kent 
Distriet of the London Conference. There were present from Utah, Elders 
Elisha H. Davis, George W. Young, Alvin A. Walters, and James H. Ander- 
son. There was a good attendance of Saints from various parts of the District, 
and also of strangers. The speakers dwelt upon the principles of the Gospel 
of Christ and the necessity of obedience thereto on the part of mankind, that 
salvation might come unto them. There was a rich flow of the Spirit of the 
Lord, and all present enjoyed themselves in listening to the instructions given. 


Wr reference to the colonization of the San Luis Valley, Colorado, 
U. S. A., by the Mormons,” the Denver Republican, which is a strong oppo- 
nent of some features of the “Mormon” doctrine, has the following: “ Their 
coming should be encouraged, for apart from the practice of polygamy, 
they are a desirable class. They understand farming by irrigation, which 
is a method of farming that eastern immigrants, as a rule, know nothing 
about. There is no doubt that the ‘Mormon’ colonists in the San Luis Val- 
ley will set an example of good, practical farming. They will cultivate 
the soil in a skilful way. They will raise good crops, and thus will pro- 
mote the nnn of that part of the State.“ 


Annrvala- The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool, on Satur- 
day, Nov. 29th, by the steamship Nevada, to labor in the British Mission: 
Fred. Foulger, George Poulter, Thomas B. Evans, Aaron Jackson and Wm. 
G. Rackham, of Ogden City, Utah; R. A. Jones, Hennefer; Albert F. Hay- 
cock, Panguitch ; O. F. Colvin, Eden ; John P. Benson, South Bountifal ; 
George T. Mumford, Beaver ; and Charles W. Mann, West Bountiful. 

The Alaska, which arrived on Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, brought for the British 
Mission Elders S. R. Thurman and Reed Smoot, of Provo, and Thomas Kar- 


ren, of Ashley, Utah. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.— Elder John E. Carlisle is released from 
his labors in the British Mission to return home to Utah. Elder Carlisle has 
performed his duties faithfally and efficiently in the editorial department of 
the MrLENNIAL Star, where he has been engaged for the past eight months, 
and we regret being deprived of his careful and valued services. Circum- 
stances, however, rendered it proper that he should be honorably released, 
and on the 6th instant, accompanied by Elders S. R Brough and J. F. Noyes, 
he left Liverpool on the Guion S. S. Nevada. We wish these brethren a safe 
return to their homes, and that the blesssings of our heavenly Father 8 
continue with them. 
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Elder J. F. Noyes is honorably released from his labors as a Traveling 
Elder in the London Conference, to return home Brother Noyes’ ill health 
was the occasion of his release before next spring, as it was not deemed ad- 
visable for him to remain another winter in England. | 

Elder Jas. H. Anderson is released from his labors as a Traveling Elder 10 
the London Conference, and is appointed to labor i in the MILLENNIAL Brun 
Office. 

Elders Fred. Weber, George Poulter, Samuel R Thurman and enc: 
Farren are appointed to labor as Traveling Elders in the London Con- 
ference. 

Elders Thomas B. Evans, O. F. Colvin and Aaron Jackson are appointed 
to labor as Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

Elder R. A. Jones is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder i in the Bristol 
Conference. 

Elder Albert F. Haycock is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Leeds Conference. 

Elder John P. Benson is ann to labor as Traveling Elder in the 2 
Conference. 

Elder George T. Mumford is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the | 

Nottingham Conference. 

Elder Charles W. Mann is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in ‘the 
Birmingham Conference. 

Elder William G. Rackham is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Norwich Conference. 


Elder Reed Smoot is appointed to labor in the business W of the 
Stak Office. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Preston, Idaho, Nov. 14, 1890. | the two and a-half months I 8 
President Brigham Young : there there was one baptism. I was 
Dear Brother,—I herewith submit | then called to preside over the con- 
a brief sketch of my missionary | ference, and the work in Doncaster 
labors in Great Britain. I left my | was carried on energetically and with 
home on November 11th, 1888 ; | success by Elder Lovett. 
arrived at Liverpool on the 28th of My labors in the Presidency were, 
the same month, and was assigned to | as they had hitherto been, of the most 
the Sheffield Conference, under the | enjoyable 3 and, I believe, i in 
direction of James L. Patterson. | every way otal actory to gee 
During the following twelve months | cerned. The Elders and date te are 
I travelled in all parts of the confer- | striven to do all I have ever wis 
as Elders | them to, both for my personal —— 
et D. Lovett, and in their duties, I wish to thank 
1 ohn I. and James Evans. them all for batt brotherly love and 
Elder E. ＋ dottrell was then ap- | many acts of Bet and I sincerely 
pointed to preside, and Elder Lovett | hope I shall have the pleasure ere long 
and I took up our abode in Doncaster, of repaying some of t at — 
there having been no Elder laboring a like manner here. * wife ends 
in that town for 25 years. We were good wishes to all my English 


enabled to allay much prejudice and I only had the pleasure of nla 


make many warm friends. During' seven souls into the fold of 
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aE r jing five others; yet I 
sm very wel led in knowing that 
Lhave been the instrument, in the 
hands, of God of warning many of the 
jadgments about to be poured out 
2 those that know Him not and 
obey not His Gospel; and this is ample 
recompense, if there was nothin 

more, But beyond this I have enjoye 

myself far better than I have ever 
enjoyed a similar period of time in 
my whole life. I have had my faith 
increased and my testimony strength- 
1 tenfold more that I had dreamed 


of. 
In conclusion, I would say that your 
promise to me was fully realized. Al- 
ough I was sea-sick nearly all the 
me on the water, I was able to attend 
to the business necessary; and all 
arrived at our destination safe and 
sound. I am now thoroughly settled 
down to work, having donned my old 
harness among the little ones of Zion, 
where I desire to do all the good that 
is in my power. 
Ever praying for the welfare and 
e of you all, I remain, your 
umble brother and fellow laborer in 


the cause of 
J. GOLIGHTLY. 


ane, Rock, Idaho, Nov. 10, 1890. 
President Brigham Young: 
— We eft Liver- 
pool with a company of emigrants 
on Oct. 11, 1890, and reached New 
1 all well. Our voyage from 
New York to N eee a., was a 
veer — one, so rough that dishes 
f were thrown from the 
table to the floor. One of our com- 


pany, an aged lady, Mrs. Wesson, 
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was dashed across the dining room 
with the result that her face was 
bruised considerably. A young sis- 
ter @ similar experience; by 
eos her hand up to protect her 
ace, one of her fingers got badly 
cut. Men who have traveled that 
route for ten years say they never 
knew of 92 a 
passengers dared not go on deck to 
their berths. In attempting to do 
so, one sister lost a silk shawl 
* Elders ost his hat. 

rom Norfolk our railway journey 
was a pleasant and 1 one. 
The first of our company left us on 
Oct. 29th, and the remainder arrived 
in Salt Lake City, Oct. 30th, at 6.25 
a.m. We could not wish for kinder 
treatment from the railway officials. 
Some of our baggage was handled 
too roughly at Memphis, Tenn. A 
few of the boxes were broken and 
some goods were lost from one 
of them, but the railway agent in 
Kansas City paid the owner for the 
loss. Brother Elton, from London, 
had his pocket “picked” and about 
£5 11s. stolen. A collection was taken. 
up among our people for his benefit, 
and £4 IIS. was realized. 

We are all very grateful to God 
for the care He has taken of us, and 
that our lives were spared to reach 
Zion. We all unite in love to you 
all, and ever pray for your success 
and the blessings of God to be 
upon the European Mission. 

Your brethren in Christ, 
Jos. J. GOLIGHTLY, 

S. P. JENSEN, 

„ Jos. Rawson 


LORENZO R. OMAS, 


ABOUT PREACHING. 


De. ragen of London, the well- 
now ngregatio reacher, 
is evidently an 979 This 
time his eccentricity takes the direc- 
tion of short sermons. He preached 

exactly sixty seconds, into 
which he 150 words. Hi 
subject was the use of intoxicating 


wine at the sacramental service. 
Said 


“Tt is high time that intoxicating 
wine should be) banished from the 
sacramental ice. It has often 
driven men to long- abandoned 
habits of intemperance. I am al 

0 to the use of vile concoc- 
tions by which in some instances in- 


His | toxicating wine has been displaced, 


and this objection to the makeshifts 
of the extreme teetotallers is not 


surprising, as a certain pastor is 
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credited with the employment of 
one for the purpose.” 

He advocated the use of water, 
and throughout was in unison with 
the faith and practice of the Latter- 
day Saints, so far as relates to what 
should be en of in commemo- 
ration of the atonement of our Lord. 

The one-minute sermon system is 
too great an extreme of brevity, al- 
though the long drawn out discour- 
ses are, as a rule, equally objection- 
able. Some preachers annoy their 
hearers by passing too many camp- 
ing places, where wt might settle 
down profitably. When a speaker 
in any way announces, by word or 
manner, that he is about to cease, 
asa rule he loses his hold on his 
audience, because he has created an 
expectation and dispelled it, and 
the connection between the preacher 
and the congregation is thus broken. 
It takes some time to adjust the 
couplings, if it can be done at all. 

Asthoughtfulnessincreasesamong 
the people there is a proportionate 
‘distaste for the whirlwind style of 
preaching, in which physically ex- 
pressed vehemence plays a promin- 
ent part, as it is not necessary that 
real, soulful earnestness should be 
always in that way exhibited. It 
interferes with the mental digestion 
of what is being enunciated. 

The chief effort of the speaker 
should be to have forcible, useful 


and beneficial thoughts to present 


to his listeners, making language in 
which to clothe them merely secon- 
dary. The mind thatis a receptacle of 
truth will generally find a method 
of expressing it. There is consider - 
able in the remark once made by 
one of our home missionaries in this 
Stake. He said: A many 
who perform the duty of preaching 
inform their hearers that they have 
not language with which to express 
their ideas. With me it is the reverse. 
If I had the ideas I think I could find 
words with which to explain them.” 
As a rule it is easier for a man to 
admit a poverty of words in prefer- 
ence to a sparseness of ideas, yet 
most people have words enough to 
express most of the truths with 
which they have made themselves 
rdly anything is more disagree- 
able in a public speaker than affecta- 
tion, and when it enters the domain 
of imitating some able model, it be- 
comes itively objectionable: to 
those who detect it. Those who do 
not perceive it feel that there is 
something wrong, but as it is unde- 
finable to them they are unable to 
tell exactly what it is. It is the un- 
naturalness which creates the un- 
pleasant impression, which is akin, 
to what would be caused by the- 
sight of an artificial Roman nose on 
a face for which nature intended one 
of an entirely different size and 
mould.— Deseret News. 


— — 


UTAH NEWS. 


1 


Territorial Papers. ) 


Professor Evan Stephens has been engaged as musical instructor for the 


district schools of Salt Lake City. 


The first train on the Rio Grande Western Railway from Salt Lake City 


to Mount Pleasant was run on Nov. 21. 


The Ogden Cracker Company has been organized with a capital of $10,000. 
The business will be carried on at Ogden. | : 
James Hoggan’s lumber mill, ten miles from Manti, was destroyed by fire 
on Nov. 6. The loss was $8,000. The mill will be re-built. : 
The Utah Central Railway has completed arrangements for the erection of 
a new and commodious depot at the foot of Main Street, Salt Lake City. 


A ayndicate is being formed in Salt Lake City to open up for agricultural | 


; 
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purposes 100,000 acres of land in Southern Utah. It will require $500,000 

‘Work has been commenced on the building for the new sugar manufactory 
at Lehi, Utah, The factory will be the largest in America, and will use 450 
tons of beets per day. 

The United States Attorney in Utah has emol another suit — the 
escheat of the property of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to 
the United States government. 
At Ogden, Nov. 2ist, a 15 year old boy named Arthur Mitchell was 
working on a new building, when he slipped from a ladder and fell head 
downward a distance of 40 feet. His injuries are considered to be fatal, 
though there is a possibility of his recovery. 

Oa Nov. 12, at Ogden, James Gallagher, a fireman on the Union Pacific, was 
run over by a switch engine and was killed. His body was sent to his rela- 
tives in Pennsylvania, On the 14th Hank Hurst, a coal heaver in the employ 
of the same company, was Killed i in a similar manner. He leaves a wife and 
six children. 

The majority of votes received by the Hon. John T. Caine, the Peoples 
candidate, over C. C. Good win, the Liberal candidate, in the recent election in 
Utah for delegate to Congress, is considerably greater than the most sanguine 
expectations of the People's party placed it, being 9,446. The total vote was: 
Caine, 16,352; Good win, 6, 906; scattering, 28. 

On the morning of the 13th of Nov. a bold attempt at robbery was made at 
the house of E. M. Weiler, Salt Lake City. Two men entered the house, and 
one of them struck the servant girl a blow in the face and then bound her. 
The thieves then began to search the house for valuables, but had secured 
very little, when they were alarmed, and succeeded in making their escape 

The Liberals in Ogden, like those in Salt Lake, are quarreling among them- 
selves, now that they have got possession of the offices, and charges of fraud 
and dishonesty are publicly made by leading members of their own party. 
The unparalleled increase in taxes, and the lavish expenditure of funds in 
those two cities since the anti- Mormons ” gained control, is rousing Gentile 
property holders to a realization of the fact that the present municipal officers 
are in no way a benefit to the people. 

On Sunday evening, Oct. 26, Joseph Lewis was murdered on the Zuni 
reservation, Arizona, by J. K. P. Pipkin and Joseph W. Hatch. Pipkin’s wife 
was Lewis's sister, and had been illused by her husband. She was returning 
to her mother’s home in company with her brother Joseph, when the latter 
was set upon and fatally shot by Pipkin and Hatch. The murderers took to 
the mountains, where they were pursued by the sheriff, who met Ira S. Hatch, 
brother of Joseph W. Hatch, and, mistaking him for the latter, shot and killed 
him. Both of the deceased men are well known in Southern Utah, 3 


In the contest for the office of clerk of Salt Lake County, between Fergus 
Ferguson, the workingmen’s candidate, and C. E. Allen, the Liberal candi- 
date, Judge Anderson rendered his decision on Nov. 12. Allen had obtained 
15 majority of the votes cast, through Liberal judges of election refusing 


** 

4 

é 

4 


